Minutes of the 218th meeting of Great Glemham Parish Council held in the village hall starting at 7:00pm on 25 November 2015
1. PRESENT:  Jennifer Beaumont; John Cross; Karen Debenham; Argus Gathorne-Hardy (Chairman); Elaine Lewis; Peter Lincoln; Duncan McIver; Nicholas Redman (Honorary Clerk); Mark Runnacles.

2. APOLOGIES: Diane Minns (pre-booked commitment); Steve Kite (work commitment); PSCO Mann; County Councillor Stephen Burroughes; District Councillor Poulter. 

3. IN ATTENDANCE: Jason Gathorne-Hardy (partner in Great Glemham Farms); Patrick Wilson (parish council adviser on emergencies and member of the liaison group relating to the composting plant on Parham Airfield); two members of the public.  

4. INTERESTS:  The following declared non-pecuniary interests as members of the management committee of Great Glemham Village Hall: Jennifer Beaumont; Peter Lincoln; Duncan McIver.  The following declared non-pecuniary interests as friends of Butchers Field: Jennifer Beaumont; Peter Lincoln; Nicholas Redman; Argus Gathorne-Hardy; Duncan McIver.  Argus Gathorne-Hardy also declared a non-pecuniary interest as the owner of Butchers Field. 
5. REPORTS:  Suffolk County Council: Nicholas Redman summarised a report that he had received from Councillor Burroughes.  This was principally about education and skills but also about support for a “four villages by-pass” by both the County and District Councils (this was likely to take the route of the by-pass planned in the 1990s.  Police: Nicholas Redman relayed the contents of the crime report submitted by PCSO Mann.  There had been one reported crime in the period between the 217th meeting and this one, an incident of anti-social behaviour.  Great Glemham Farms: Jason Gathorne-Hardy reported that the sugar beet harvest was nearly over.  The compost produced at the plant on Parham Airfield was of very good quality.  He had been undertaking a review of risks facing the farm business as part of the farm’s insurance renewal: some dead trees (notably an oak in the grounds of Timber Yard and opposite the Crown Inn) would be felled; he would be deterring access to farm land except on public rights of way or permissive paths and would prefer walkers’ dogs to be on leads.  
6. PLANNING: Meadow Cottage:  Nicholas Redman reported that he had been contacted by an architect retained by the owners of Meadow Cottage, who were seeking to garner support for the conversion of an outbuilding designed and originally used as a stable and now used as a store to a dwelling.  This would bolster the chances of a planning application for the proposed work being successful: the planning authority’s policy SP28 was restrictive but offered opportunities for small scale developments with local support.  Nicholas Redman (speaking as a councillor) felt that parish councillors should be slow to intrude in the process of electors’ arranging the accommodation provided by their homes especially where this involved works to pre-existing buildings.  The process encouraged electors to put down roots in the village and to support the local economy.  This view was agreed.  ACTION: Nicholas Redman to write accordingly to the architects (and to encourage them to spell Great Glemham correctly!).   
Parham Airfield – Community benefit:  Nicholas Redman reported that a new instalment of community benefit payments, due under a planning agreement relating to the solar farm on Parham Airfield, had fallen due.  He had agreed the calculation with the operators, Bay-wa.  £5,137 would soon be credited to the parish council’s bank account.  It was agreed that the discussion relating to how the payment would be spent should be discussed at a meeting in early 2016 after the topic had been publicised in Ebb & Flow.  ACTION:  Nicholas Redman to arrange for publicity.
Parham Airfield – Composting plant:  Patrick Wilson reported that the next meeting of the liaison group was to be held on 2 December and that presently there was nothing contentious nor of particular interest to report.  The plant operator, Tamar, did run anaerobic digestion plants but he had not found any public coverage of Tamar’s plans to introduce anaerobic digestion in Parham.  He was heartened by present constraints on additional uses of the Parham site imposed by the planning authority.  
7. VACANCY:  Nicholas Redman mentioned that there remained one parish council vacancy and urged members to relay to him names of electors who might be willing to join the parish council.  

8. EMERGENCY:  Patrick Wilson felt that the parish council’s policy of looking to Suffolk County Council and the emergency services to handle emergencies remained appropriate.  However, the parish council could usefully encourage resilience especially in relation to bad weather and impassable local roads: the information cards prepared by SCC remained useful; common sense preparations (such as having serviceable torches, battery powered radios, basic foodstuffs and an appropriate stock of prescription medications) should be encouraged.  Nicholas Redman added that able-bodied adults should look in on their neighbours who were infirm or otherwise needy.
9. HIGHWAYS:  Jennifer Beaumont reported that SCC had, following her request, repaired a large pot hole in Low Road.  She had reported another one near Pound Farm.  She would remind SCC about cleaning out or creating grips for draining roads of rainwater.  ACTION: Jennifer Beaumont.
10. PUBLIC TRANSPORT:  Nicholas Redman reported that he would publicise services that CATS were offering.  ACTION:  Nicholas Redman to arrange for publicity.

11. SALC: John Cross reported that there had been no SALC meetings in the period between the parish council’s 217th and 218th meetings.  He asked to be released from his duties in relation to SALC: broadly, these involved attendance at around four meetings per year at the Riverside Centre in Stratford St Andrew.  ACTION: Nicholas Redman would track SALC issues through SALC’s agendas and minutes and report to the parish council.  Anyone wishing to attend the meetings should contact him.  

12. SIZEWELL:  John Cross reported that the plans for Sizewell C had moved forward as a result of recent government announcements.  He understood that a “second phase” consultation would take place in about six months.  He asked to be released from his duties in relation to Sizewell C issues.  Argus Gathorne-Hardy agreed to be the parish council’s representative in this respect.  ACTION: Nicholas Redman to notify the Sizewell group of the change to the parish council’s representative.  
13. BUTCHERS FIELD:  Nicholas Redman reported that RoSPA had conducted a survey of the site and the play equipment.  This revealed no issues requiring remedial work.  

14. FINANCE:  Nicholas Redman reported that the first instalment of the precept had arrived.  This revealed that the cost per council taxpayer had dropped by two per cent.  He obtained authority to make the following payments: the cost of the hire of the village hall for this meeting at going rates; £11.79 for fuel for the mower; £77 plus VAT for the RoSPA survey relating to Butchers Field.  ACTION:  Nicholas Redman to make the necessary payments.  
15. TRANSPARENCY CODE:  Nicholas Redman would liaise with Karen Debenham so that copies of minutes, once circulated to members, would be posted on the website marked “draft”.  The word “draft” would be removed after the following meeting as, at that point, the minutes would have been formally approved.  ACTION:  Nicholas Redman and Karen Debenham.  

16. HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS:  Nicholas Redman mentioned that celebrations were set to be held over the weekend of 11 and 12 June 2016.  
17. MEETINGS FOR 2016:  Nicholas Redman would liaise with the village hall with a view to fixing four meetings (in February, May (the annual meeting), September and November.  ACTION:  Nicholas Redman. 

Meeting closed at 8:10pm.  NA Redman, Honorary Clerk
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