DRAFT UNTIL APPROVED

GREAT GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held Tuesday 13 May 2025

Present: Councillors Argus Gathorne-Hardy, Karen Debenham, John Cross, Mark Lissaman, John Mercer, Ed Benson. Sasha French, Nic Wright
In attendance: Suzie Grogan, Parish Clerk. Rachael Wyartt for the Village Hall, four other members of the public.

1	Chair’s welcome	
Councillor Gathorne-Hardy welcomed everyone to the meeting and all those who volunteer and run the various organisations in the village.

2	Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Stephen Burroughes, Jill Pascoe and Rob Platais.

3	Annual Reports
The following reports were received and circulated in advance of the meeting, where available they are appended to these minutes:

Parochial Church Council
Tuesday Teas
Village Hall Committee
School Trust
K6
Village Info

Councillor Stephen Burroughes from SCC sent in his report but nothing was received from ESDC. 

Rachael Wyartt gave the report from the Village Hall Committee, which had not been circulated in advance. ACTION Rachael to forward a copy to the Clerk for circulation. It was noted that the Parish Meeting was happy to be back in the hall after the flooding. RW detailed how now the floor was down meetings were resuming and new fitness classes had started up. 

4.	Vote of thanks
The Chair formally thanked all those organisations represented for the contribution to the life and work of the village over the past year. The Church continues to be a hub in the village and the rebirth of the fete is good news.

5. 	Butchers Field and the Play Area
Resident June Wright asked for the matter of the renovation of the children’s play area to be considered. The current equipment is dated and families often go elsewhere to play. A discussion was had regarding the original installation achieved by the ‘Friends of Butchers Field’ (now disbanded.) It was not a PC project as a significant amount of money is necessary and fundraising events and grant applications have to be made. The PC is supportive of a new group to be set up to achieve the desired results in the coming months and years. Must ensure resident engagement and address concerns re noise for example. ACTION Clerk to ask Great Glemham newsletter to include a piece about volunteers to create a new group. June Wright to act as contact at least initially.

Rachael Wyartt suggested the Village Hall could act as the applicant for grant monies as the field is next to the Hall.

6.	Increase in traffic and traffic speed through village
ACTION Clerk to contact Sizewell C to note concerns regarding the speed of traffic and to request they look into increased signage. ACTION Cllr Gathorne-Hardy to send Clerk contact details.

Particular issues when A12 is closed. Cllrs Mercer and French attended a meeting about traffic issues and it clear there is no overall plan including all projects in place. Infrastructure projects aren’t liaising with each other. There are multiple ongoing energy projects, but traffic and other impact issues are being reviewed at project level and not cumulatively. Cllr Cross explained this has been discussed for 10 years. 

Consider alternative traffic calming measures such as gates at entrance to village. 
ACTION Clerk to contact Parish Clerk at Easton to ask for information regarding the acquisition of their gates. 

The meeting acknowledged that the village will be impacted, especially by future A12 closures.

It was also mentioned that the verge after Church Farm is falling into the road. ACTION Cllr Hardy to inspect.

ACTION Clerk to contact Wayne Saunders at SCC regarding the impact of the closure of the A12 accident at Stratford St Andrew in April. It is also important to discuss rules around re-routing traffic through Marlesford and Great Glemham back to Stratford St Andrew. This can be shared to ensure residents can make necessary arrangements.

ACTION Cllr Hardy to send Clerk details of the Blackwells grant.

7. 	Other relevant matters
None

8.	Date of next APM
The meeting agreed the date should be 12th May 2026




Signed……………………………………………………..(Chair)		Date……………………………………
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